Pronunciation of Latin Names

Many gardeners find Latin botanical names intimidating. This need not be so, as the pronunciation of
botanical Latin is quite regular. The English pronunciation of Latin in botany, as in many other
academic disciplines, follows the traditional English pronunciation of Latin and differs from the
reconstructed classical pronunciation, which is what you learn when studying the Latin language.

An excellent and detailed explanation of the traditional English pronunciation of Latin is available on
Wikipedia at

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional English_pronunciation_of Latin

In this system, once the position of stress is known, all other details of pronunciation follow
automatically. There is one important category of exception to this in botanical names, however:
When a name is derived from the name of a person or place, that part of the name is pronounced as
nearly as possible to its pronunciation in the original language. Thus the “gates” in gatesii, refers to
the American missionary T. G. Gates, and is pronounced as usual in English. In the list that follows,
these non-Latin name elements are set off in square brackets.

This list follows the convention used in a number of botanical references: an acute accent indicates a
short vowel, a grave accent a long vowel. These are pronounced as follows:

a can a cane
ar part ar area
é bed ¢ fee

i,y bid i,V wine
0 pod 0 bone
u bud u pure

In addition, I’ve used & for the stressed broad a as in “father.”

Please refer to the Wikipedia article cited above for the pronunciation of consonants and unstressed
vowels. Although the system appears complicated, once mastered it will seem quite natural; the
botanical names are pronounced just as other technical terms taken from Latin (formula, alibi, etc.).

acutiloba [bloudowlii ibérica [pérrier]i
aequiloba bohémica illyrica polénica
afghanica camillae imbricata pseudopumila
[albert]ii cengiélti junonia pumila
albicans chamaeiris [kashmir]iana purpureobractea
[alexeénko]i clausii [korolkéwl]ii [reichenbéach]ii
aphylla croatica lineata [samari]ae
arenaria dalmatica lineolata [sar]i
atrofasca [darwas]ica [lortétt]ii scariosa
atropurpurea elegantissima lutéscens [schacht]ii
attica florentina lycotis [sprénger]i
auranitica furcata mariae stolonifera
[babadéag]ica [gates]ii meda suaveolens
balkana [hayne]i nigricans taochia
[barnum]ae [hoogliana obliénsis taurica
[belouin]ii hamilis pallida [timofejéwl]ii
bicapitata hungérica paradoxa variegata
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